College in the USA

Level of School & Degrees — Primary/Elementary (“N2%, grades 1-5); Middle/Jr. High (], grades 6-8); (Sr.) High (&1,
grades 9-12) — H.S. Diploma; Undergraduate (4%}) — Bachelors Degree %% -1-2%{i7; Graduate (fff 9T) — Masters Degree fill 1224
(i.e. MA, MS, MBA, etc.), Doctorate Degree i 4:2%{7 (includes Ph.D., MD for medical students, JD for law students). A #f 784 is
often shortened to be a “grad student,” while a &%}4= may be shortened to be an “undergrad.”

High schools & colleges use the same terms to describe one's year in school: Freshman (—%2%); Sophomore (—-4F2%); Junior (=4F

2%); Senior (WU4EZR). A fifth-year student is sometimes called a “super senior,” and a double dormitory room with only one occupant
may be called a “super single.”

Applying & Getting in - admission rates: lower=selective, exclusive/elite
standardized tests (i.e. SAT, ACT) (letter of) admission notice X HUE %19 (office of) admissions rejection letter ZX%E] T

Types of Schools — College = University Public A 37, Vs. Private A3 Secular Vs. Religious

online college liberal arts 3L} Professional School (i.e. graduate school for law, business)

Vocational/Tech School E #2424 Community College “diploma mill” (a bad college whose degrees are almost worthless)
In 2015, about 30% of Americans had a Bachelor's Degree or higher. Most states have a two-tiered system of public universities (i.e.
Univ. of CA, California State University).

Paying for School — student loans B2 5%k Vs. paying “out of pocket” Vs. scholarships & grants 324>

school gives a “full ride” 4= #3224 4> tuition 2% %% debt fii%s trust fund
Average tuition in 2015: $20,403 (Public $14,746, Private $33,231). Total yearly costs at private colleges often exceed $50,000
when fees, room & board are included.

Extracurricular Activities $£4MEZ] & Clubs f25REE - join a club S I{E SR
Q: What clubs are you in? A: I'm in the club and the Students Association.
Q: There's a group meeting tonight at... Wanna come? A: Sure! What should I bring?

a cappella group TLHEZ A8 animal rights activism Z¥J#F] Chess club F#L Chinese Students' Association 1 [E [F] 2%
College Democrats/Republicans [+ 45%/JE M3  community-service groups 12345 4] environmental clubs IR SR faith
groups 5EFA]  film club AR SR improv & sketch comedy troupe B %/#H 3 [4]  intramural sports teams 5[t P4 Bk A
(compete within the same college campus) marching band % KB\ student newspaper & yearbook %4 HiFR Ik 4%, 2%, &5
varsity sports teams K*#EKBA (compete with other college teams)

Some Uniquely American Majors Probably not Found in Most Chinese Universities M/ - American
Studies, African American Studies, Africana Studies, Asian American Studies, Art/Music Therapy, Computer Game Science, Gender
Studies, General/Liberal Studies, East Asian Studies, Hispanic Studies, Individually-designed Major, Informatics, Interdisciplinary
Studies, Queer Studies, Social Ecology, Theology, Undecided/Undeclared, Urban Studies

More Vocabulary - academic advisor F/fi (pull an) all-nighter 2577 %% >] adjunct faculty/lecturer [ffJE8Zfi attrition rate &
% bomb (a test/exam)?5F;  brownnose F M campus & [E  commencement FENV #L%[,  concentration (focus within
major) E ML NI EE A co-op (live & eat together) & E#:  deadline £¢)5 fR A  department &  discussion section (class session in
addition to the class lecture, usually taught by a TA in large public university) drop out (of school)iE% drop (a class) enroll field
(of study)®}  flunk 75#% fraternity 724>  GPA (Grade Point Average, usually maximum 4.0) %% V-3 Ivy League (group of
prestigious private American universities) major %\l Mickey Mouse class (very easy) minor 4H1&(/N%)k?) leave of absence 5
B lectern Y52 lecture J i}t lecture hall #f% night self-study B H >J(does not exist in USA) Sth. 101 (i.e. English 101) K%~
SRR pass/fail G A& ABCDF MM /& id/AN i prerequisite (classes)Zi %114 prestigious JE#% probation quarter 2% 3f](4/yr.)
register (i.e. for class) %44 registrar it i1 research iff 7T review session (i.e. often held before exams) “room & board” &1F
(be on) sabbatical T[N semester Z}{f(2/yr.) “senioritis” sorority 4%k %>  spring break F2FHIMIME M student union 2%4E 2>
subfield (division of a field of study) teaching assistant BiZ{ifi tenured professor % 1E K2#Zifi  term paper — [ 1RRAI/NE L
test into Sth.% I test out of (a class or requirement) trimester 2% H(3/yr.) upper division (class) = VYEZ IR visiting
scholar/professor waitlisted % HX




